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This thesis studies the beekeepers of Hongze County in the framework of
economic anthropology, and presumes that the emergence and development of local
apiculture resulted from the choices made by some local peasants who actively sought
alternative means of livelihood in the historical context of the implementation of
China's economic reform in the late 1970s, which led to the decline in peasant
population and the diversification of means of livelihood in rural areas of China. This
thesis focuses on how the beekeepers, faced by various limits of living outdoors due
to migratory beekeeping, carry out production activities and maintain daily routines
with effective utilization of natural and social resources. This thesis also explores the
rationality and limitations in the economic behaviour of the beekeepers, and specific
analysis is presented with regard to the beekeepers' actions to mitigate risks in their
daily management of bees and in their seasonal migration, as well as in their
interaction with customers of bee product. Furthermore, in order to capture the
characteristics of the beekeepers' livelihood, this thesis aims to depict
comprehensively their activities in migratory beekeeping, management of bees,
production and sale of bee product, daily life and mode of production, as well as
cooperation between beekeepers.
This thesis is divided into eight chapters. The first chapter introduces reasons to
conduct this research and reviews relevant academic work. The second chapter
describes the field site and the history of local apiculture, as well as the research
methods. The following five chapters constitute the body of this thesis, presenting
comprehensive ethnographic depiction and analysis of the livelihood of beekeepers.
The third and fourth chapter elaborates on the process of migratory beekeeping as
well as various knowledge and techniques of bee management. The fifth chapter
describes the production and sale of bee products. The sixth chapter highlights
features of beekeepers' daily life. The seventh chapter discusses the beekeepers'















beekeepers' mode of production by integrating the emic and etic perspective. The
eighth chapter is the conclusion that summarizes various measures adopted by the
beekeepers to effectively utilize resources and adapt to natural and social environment.
In addition, the conclusion part also analyzes the prospect of the individualized mode
of production among the beekeepers. Most importantly, the conclusion part points out
that, in the context of tremendous cultural and social changes in contemporary China,
issues such as the motive and decision-making process in the economic behavior of
peasants, their participation in the market economy, the commodification of labor and
products, as well as the peasants' identity, are all worthy of further academic study
from the perspective of economic anthropology.
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国的诞生做了铺垫。1940年美国人类学者 Herskovits出版了 The Economic Life of












































集辑出版的 Trade and Market in the Early Empires一书中，Polanyi发表了 The


























的经济行为忽略了不同文化之间的巨大区别（Platter 1989: 12-13）。1961年 Polanyi
的弟子 Dalton发表了 Economic Theory and Primitive Society一文，明确宣扬
Polanyi的观点，引发 1960年代在形式主义者与实质主义者之间的激烈辩论，引
起了诸多学者的参与，也使经济人类学做为一门正式的学科开始广为流行（施琳












者 Schneider倡导建立了经济人类学会（Society for Economic Anthropology），简
称 SEA，是经济人类学界第一个专门性的学术组织，定期召开年会、出版会刊，






















Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
